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[Secretary-designate Kempthorne made brief 
remarks.] 

The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:29 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to John Hughes, husband of Secretary 
of the Interior Gale A. Norton. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Secretary-designate 
Kempthorne. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Supplemental Funding Legislation 
March 16, 2006 

I applaud the House for its quick passage 
of legislation to provide vital resources for 
two of our Nation’s top priorities. This bill 
will give our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan 
tools they need to prevail in the war on ter-
ror. The legislation also provides for addi-
tional resources for the people of the gulf 
coast as they continue the work of rebuilding 
their lives and communities. I urge the Sen-
ate to act promptly to pass legislation pro-
viding for these critical funds. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Activities 
in Belarus 
March 16, 2006 

Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear 
Representative:) (Dear Senator:) 

Consistent with the Belarus Democracy 
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–347), I hereby 
transmit a report prepared by my Adminis-
tration on the Belarusian sale or delivery of 
weapons and weapons-related technologies 
and on the personal assets and wealth of the 
senior Belarusian leadership. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Henry J. 
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on International Relations; 
and Richard G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Security Strategy of the 
United States 
March 16, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 108 of the National 

Security Act of 1947, as amended (50 U.S.C. 
404a), I am transmitting a report prepared 
by my Administration on the National Secu-
rity Strategy of the United States. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 16, 2006. 

Remarks at a National Republican 
Congressional Committee Dinner 
March 16, 2006 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
all for coming. Thank you for the warm wel-
come. Mr. Speaker, I can’t tell you what a 
joy it is to work with you. America is very 
fortunate to have Denny Hastert as the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
And I want to thank you all for coming to-
night to make sure that he remains the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

We’re here to not only thank you but to 
remind you and our fellow citizens, we’ve got 
a lot of work to do to lay the foundations 
for peace, and we’ve got a lot of work to do 
to make sure this country remains a pros-
perous country so that every single citizen 
can realize the great promise of America. 

I bring greetings from the First Lady— 
that would be Laura. She sends her best re-
gards to the Speaker and the leadership of 
the House of Representatives. She sends her 
best regards to you. I’m a lucky guy that she 
said yes when I asked her to marry me. She 
is a fabulous woman, a great mom, and she’s 
doing a wonderful job as our Nation’s First 
Lady. 

I also bring greetings from the Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, Dick Cheney. You 
know, mine is an interesting job. I get to 
make a lot of decisions, and I have to rely 
on people to give me good, sound, steady 
advice. And Vice President Dick Cheney 
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